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Mission Statement: St. Peter’s United Methodist Church exists to offer the love of God through Jesus Christ by inviting others,
with us, to believe in Christ, to grow in Christ, and to serve Christ.
Vision Statement: The vision of St. Peter’s United Methodist Church is to witness to the Kingdom of God by: guiding
unbelievers toward Jesus Christ, nurturing believers to grow in grace and to become faithful members of Christ’s Body the
Church, and equipping church members to achieve joyful discipleship in our Lord.
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Weekly Events
Sunday
W orship
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Teen Choir
4:00 p.m.
Pioneer Clubs (during school year)
4:30 p.m.
Youth
4:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Sisters in Christ Ladies’ Bible Study
9:00 a.m.
(During school year)
Bell Choir Practice
5:30 p.m.
W ednesday
Service of Holy Communion
6:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study
11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Friday
Men’s Christian Conversation
6:30 a.m.
Praise & W orship Music
7:00 p.m.
Monthly Events
Emmaus Reunion Group 1 st Monday, 7:30 p.m.
2 nd Sunday Breakfast
2 nd Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
W omen of the Church
3 rd Monday, 7:00 p.m.
United Methodist Men
3 rd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
St. Peter’s UMC Serves at Hope Mission
Soup Kitchen
4 th Saturday, 9:30 a.m.

Merry Christmas
Have you ever spent Christmas away from home? Perhaps you were out of town visiting extended
family, or maybe as part of our armed services you were stationed half a world away from your loved
ones. In 1968, Frank Borman, James Lovell, and William Anders were farther from home than anyone
had ever been, but they had a Christmas to remember.
That Christmas Eve, the trio huddled together in the cramped confines of the Command Module of
Apollo 8 as their ship flew over the surface of the moon. Borman, Lovell, and Anders were the first
astronauts to orbit the moon, and thus the first human beings to ever witness an earth-rise. That is, as
the Command Module came around from the dark side of the moon, they saw the earth slowly rise
above the moon's horizon the same way we see the sun rise above our horizon. I remember watching
the broadcast that night with my family as we sat spellbound by the grainy black and white image on
our television.
Frank Borman later shared, "We were told that on Christmas Eve we would have the largest audience
that had ever listened to a human voice, and the only instructions that we got from NASA was to do
something appropriate." So, the crew planned what they felt would be fitting.
On December 24, 1968, the astronauts began their live broadcast from lunar orbit. Through the crackle
of radio static, Anders’ voice could be heard: "We are now approaching lunar sunrise, and for all the
people back on Earth, the crew of Apollo 8 has a message that we would like to send to you… In the
beginning, God created the heaven and the earth…" Then, taking turns, the three astronauts read the
account of creation from the first chapter of the book of Genesis. Borman ended the transmission with
these words: "And from the crew of Apollo 8, we close with good night, good luck, a Merry Christmas
- and God bless all of you, all of you on the good Earth."
(See next page)

Continued from Page One

HE CAME, NOT AS A FLASH OF LIGHT...

Madalyn Murray O'Hair, founder of
American Atheists, later sued the United States
government, alleging that this government
broadcast of the reading of Scripture violated the
First Amendment. From that point forward,
NASA made clear to their employees that
religious beliefs were not to be made public on
space flights. Looking back, I admire what
Borman, Lovell, and Anders did. So what if they
got in trouble? They spoke of God's glory
because, in light of the enormity of the
circumstances, they felt it was appropriate.
On the first Christmas, God came to earth in
the form of a tiny baby who would grow up to die
for our sins. Jesus left his heavenly home so
that we could be forgiven, and we could one day
enter into His home. In light of the enormity of
those circumstances, shouldn't we boldly speak
of God's glory? So, if someone wishes you
"Happy Holidays" or "Seasons Greetings," smile
and reply, "Merry Christmas."
It's the
appropriate thing to do!

He came, not as a flash of light or as an
unapproachable conqueror, but as one whose
first cries were heard by a peasant girl and a
sleepy carpenter. God tapped humanity on its
collective shoulder, "Pardon me," he said, and
eternity interrupted time, divinity interrupted
carnality, and heaven interrupted the earth in the
form of a baby. Christianity was born in one big
heavenly interruption.
–Max Lucado

Members/Friends at Home
Sylvia Brown

Harborview Healthcare Center - 812 Shepard Street
Morehead City, NC 28557

Sherri Glancy

Water Oak Manor/3407 Oaks Road/P.O. Box 1189
New Bern, NC 28563

Una Jackson

351 W. Southwinds Drive/Newport, NC 28570

FROM THE PASTOR’S FAMILY
As we approach the end of 2015, my family
and I would like to thank all of you for making
this such a wonderful year. Through your
countless acts of kindness, you have made your
pastor’s family feel loved beyond measure. The
community of St. Peter’s is unlike any other
church family in the world, and my family feels
so blessed to call this place home. We look
forward to what God has in store for all of us as
we share life together as a community of faith.
May God grant each of you peace this
Advent and Christmas, and throughout the
coming year. We love each and every one of
you!
–Pastor Karl, Cheryl, Aspen, and Amber

PASTOR KARL’S BIBLE STUDY
On January 7, we will begin a study on the
book of Revelation. Often misunderstood, this
last book of the Bible is a wonderful example of
1st Century Apocalyptic writing, and it offers a
message of eternal hope for those of us in the
21st Century.
Please join us as we journey together in
God’s Word.

252-633-1143
247-2397

th

Ruth Martin

Pacifica Senior Living/2744 S. 17 Street, Box 103
Wilmington, NC 28412

Dorothy Shaw

303 Barbour Road, #1301/Morehead City, NC 28557

Jean Temple

Croatan Ridge Nursing & Rehab Center, 210 Foxhall Road/Newport, NC 28570

See you in church!
Pastor Karl
*****

648-8566

The Administrative Council has approved
the formation of a grounds subcommittee to be
overseen by the Trustees Committee. This
group will be working toward general upkeep of
the church yard and gradually implement a
landscape plan drawn by a registered landscape
designer.
The Lord has blessed and entrusted the
people of St. Peter's UMC in many ways, one
being the church building and its property.
Being good stewards of these is not only
honoring to God, but is inviting to visitors as well.
We would like to invite anyone who enjoys
working in the fresh air, while trimming, planting,
weeding, etc., to join the group as we beautify
the grounds. Contact Jay and Charlene Smith
(726-4826) for information.

910-397-8660
808-3493

You are invited to a Baby Shower for Jaimie
Barber Palmer this Saturday, December 5, at
1:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Jaimie is
registered at Babies R Us. Please join us!
*****

St. Peter’s serves at Hope Mission Soup
Kitchen on Saturday, December 26. If you can
help in any way, sign up in the Narthex.
Spiral Ham will be served. Look in the
Narthex for the rest of the menu. Thanks for
your help for the least of these!

SISTERS IN CHRIST

Here we come a caroling!

On Tuesday, December 15, at 11:30 a.m., we
will gather in the Fellowship Hall for our
Christmas “Pot-Luck” Luncheon. All women are
invited to join us!
*****
“Come to the Manger”
The Children’s Christmas Program – “Come
to the Manger” – will take place on Sunday,
December 13, at 6:00 p.m. Please come and
show your support of the children – and the
adults! – who have been working very hard!
And, please bring a finger-food for the time
of refreshment that will follow the evening’s
activities.
*****

THE UMM/FISHERMEN
INVITE THE CONGREGATION
TO THEIR
2015 STEAK DINNER!

We will meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. to carol
around Mitchell Village to share the spirit of the
season through traditional Christmas carols.
Afterwards, we will return to the church for chili.
If you can bring a pot of chili, or some “fixin’s” or
drinks, please sign up on the sheet in the
Narthex.

Tuesday, December 15
6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall of
St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
Sign up in the Narthex to attend!
(Or contact the Church Office
at 726-2175.)

The Women of the Church invite all ladies to
"A Christmas Birthday Celebration" on
Monday, December 14, 6:30 p.m., at Texas
Steakhouse. Along with the Dutch-treat dinner,
there will be a great time of celebrating Jesus'
birth, as well as our own spiritual birthdays.
Make plans now to be a part of this wonderful
Christmas Birthday celebration.
A sign-up sheet is located in the Narthex.
Everyone is asked to bring a gift of at least 5
non-perishable food items to be donated to the
on-going food drive.

CAROLING & CHILI
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Youth will have their annual Christmas party
at the home of Jeff and Becky Bolduc (1501
Marsh Pointe, Morehead City) on Friday,
December 18, beginning at 7:00 p.m. All youth,
and their families, are invited to attend!! Contact
Shannon Banks at 646-4776 if you have any
questions.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHTING
AND COMMUNION SERVICE
You are invited to the Christmas Eve
Candlelighting and Communion Service, on
Tuesday, December 24. The service will begin
at 7:00 p.m.

THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
AT ST. PETER’S UMC
Monday, December 21
7:00 p.m.
The Longest Night Service is a time to
recognize that Christmas can be a
bittersweet time of the year. The constant
refrain we hear during the holidays about
getting together with family reminds many
people of what and whom they have lost, or
what they never had. Broken relationships,
financial and job worries, ill health, the pain
of isolation – all of these can make one feel
alone in the midst of the festivities of the
holidays. The Longest Night Service is an
opportunity to acknowledge your sadness
and concerns before God in the sacred
space of worship. It’s an opportunity to know
God's presence during this season and to
sense and experience the love of others. It’s
an opportunity to experience a meditative
worship service that gives time for
remembering, sharing our hurting places
with God, and preparing our hearts for the
coming of Christ.

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
DECEMBER 27
On December 27, we will have only one
Service of Worship. Sunday School will
begin at 9:30 a.m. and Worship will begin at
10:30 p.m. Please bring a finger-food to
share following the service.

NEW YEAR’S EVE
COMMUNION & COVENANT SERVICE
New Year’s Eve Holy Communion & Covenant
Service: Enter the new year in covenant and
communion with our Lord and one another. We
will gather in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.

FREE FAMILY EVENT!!
In September, Sisters in Christ resumed
their Bible study, “Twelve Ordinary Men,” as well
as their outreach as servants to our
congregation and the community.
During
October and November, our hearts were full and
our hands were very busy.
We sent 12 lap robes, 16 prayer shawls, and
102 (yes that is right!!!!) chemo caps to Carteret
Cancer Center/Raab Clinic,Crystal Bluffs Rehab
and Carolina House/Brookdale. On November
10, we delivered 19 "Goody" baskets filled with
candy, fresh baked pumpkin bread, pinecone
bird feeders (we made them ourselves), and
hand-made sachets, and enjoyed blessed visits
with these families. We packed 21 boxes for
Operation Christmas Child. We also helped with
about 150 hand-written notes on Christmas
cards to be delivered to Veteran Retirement
Homes.
We are very thankful to God for allowing us
to serve in His name.
(If you would like to donate 4-ply yarn for our
many projects, please leave it on the bench in
the Narthex outside of the Church Office. Any
donations are greatly appreciated!!)
*****

The Outreach Committee
will meet on Monday, December 7,
at 7:00 p.m.
Committee members, please attend if at all
possible. Thanks!

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to place a poinsettia in the
sanctuary in honor of or in memory of a loved
one, please contact the Church Office by
December 6. The poinsettias are $14.50 if you
order them – or you may bring your own.
*****

The Handbell Choir and the Choir will present a
cantata next Sunday, December 6, during the
morning worship service. On that day, we will
have only one Service of Worship. Sunday
School will begin at 9:30 a.m., and worship will
begin at 10:30 a.m. Please bring a finger-food
for the time of refreshment following the service.
Please join us and invite your friends and
relatives to come, as well!
*****

HOMESCHOOL BAND CONCERT
2016 Pledge Campaign
It’s not too late to turn in your pledge cards!
Cards are available in the Narthex and may be
placed in the offering plate or turned in to the
Church Office. Thanks!
*****

DON’T FORGET
THE FOOD CHALLENGE!
It's a challenge between the men and the
women! Who can contribute the most food for
Martha's Mission and Hope Mission through the
end of the year? Bring your nonperishable food
items to the Narthex. Be sure to note on the
collection sheets how many items you brought
for the women or the men. The challenge is
ON!!

The Homeschool Band, directed by Mr. Arnold
Adams, will have a concert at St. Peter’s United
Methodist Church on Thursday, December 10,
at 7:30 p.m. You are cordially invited to attend.

"Come and See," a Family Christmas Event
will be held here at the church on Saturday,
December 12, immediately following the
Morehead City Christmas Parade. This year's
float will feature an angel inviting the shepherds
to “come and see.” Walkers along the parade
route will invite the community back to the
church, where there will be hay rides to the
manger in Bethlehem, as well as a coloring
contest for the kids, fun with Skeedaddle the
Clown, and a grilled hot dog lunch for everyone.
Both the Christmas Parade and Outreach
Event are great witness opportunities for St.
Peter's. Your help is needed! Located in the
Narthex are sign-up sheets for many
opportunities to take part.
Please bring
individually-wrapped bubble gum (your choice)
for the parade. Your participation is appreciated!
It's going to be a great day!

