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Inviting to Serve

Inviting to Believe ^ Inviting to Grow

Mission Statement: St. Peter’s United Methodist Church exists to offer the love of God through Jesus Christ by inviting others,
with us, to believe in Christ, to grow in Christ, and to serve Christ.
Vision Statement: The vision of St. Peter’s United Methodist Church is to witness to the Kingdom of God by: guiding
unbelievers toward Jesus Christ, nurturing believers to grow in grace and to become faithful members of Christ’s Body the
Church, and equipping church members to achieve joyful discipleship in our Lord.
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ST. PETER'S POST

Weekly Events
Sunday
W orship
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Teen Choir
4:30 p.m.
Pioneer Clubs (during school year)
5:00 p.m.
Youth
5:00 p.m.
Tuesday
Sisters in Christ Ladies’ Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
(During school year)
Bell Choir Practice
5:30 p.m.
W ednesday
Service of Holy Communion
6:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study
11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Friday
Men’s Christian Conversation
6:30 a.m.
Praise & W orship Music
7:00 p.m.
Monthly Events
Emmaus Reunion Group 1 st Monday, 7:30 p.m.
2 nd Sunday Breakfast
2 nd Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
W omen of the Church
3 rd Monday, 7:00 p.m.
United Methodist Men
3 rd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
St. Peter’s UMC Serves at Hope Mission
Soup Kitchen
4 th Saturday, 9:30 a.m.

A NEED FOR CIVIL DISCOURSE
The Internet and social media have opened the way to increased dialogue, of sorts, among people.
Through the wonders of Facebook and Instagram, we can take a selfie with our best friend and post
it online so all our online friends can begin an online conversation of how much fun it looks like we're
having. We can also tell the world how we feel at the end of the NCAA Men's Basketball Championship
game - and depending on how we feel about the outcome, our comments could be joyous, sorrowful,
or downright snarky. In some cases, online comments can become hurtful and even hate-filled.
Whatever we want to say, good or bad, social media gives us a place to do so.
In the age of digital news and media, people are also able to share their opinions about particular
stories, events, or individuals online for others to see. Have you noticed how vitriolic some people are
with their posted comments? If someone mentions anything about biblical morality, someone else
immediately accuses them of being a closed-minded bigot who believes "a 2000-year-old fairy tale."
Then, someone else attacks THAT person by quoting Scripture about the need for the world to repent,
and THAT comment is then answered with "Keep crying to your invisible friend Jesus, but don't push
your judgmental mythology on the rest of us!" Sometimes there seems to be no civil discourse when
it comes to online discussions - especially if faith is brought into the mix.
Sadly, a lot of face-to-face deliberations seem to have also abandoned any sense of civility.
Political debates have devolved into yelling matches. We can tune in to any of the news networks and
see people arguing with and shouting at one another. None of those in front of the camera seem to
listen to each other because each is too busy trying to talk over the other, and thus nothing gets
resolved. People want to be heard, but refuse to hear what others say, and, as a result, nothing gets
heard and divisions grow stronger.
Next month, on May 10-20, United Methodists from around the world will join together for General
Conference 2016 in Portland, Oregon. During this quadrennial ten-day gathering, delegates from the
global connection will worship, fellowship, and vote on matters regarding the day-to-day life and mission
(See next page)
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of the United Methodist Church. Some of the
issues to be discussed, like those pertaining to
homosexuality, may be contentious, in that
individuals on both sides of the issue feel
strongly about their viewpoint. Dialogue over
issues such as the one stated, when discussed
on a cable news program or in the comments
column on a news website, often strays far from
an air of civility - and there is a chance the same
thing will happen at General Conference.
However, WE ARE THE CHURCH. Those
gathering in Portland are the Church. The
Church is called to be DIFFERENT from the rest
of the world. Because people act uncivilly in
their dealings on hot-button issues outside of the
Church doesn't mean we need to do the same
INSIDE the Church.
I pray that our brothers and sisters
remember that the world will be watching to see
what sort of example we set in our dealings with
one another. When strong disagreements arise,
will our delegates fight among themselves and
try to drown out each other's opinion? Or will
they LISTEN to one another, and - more
importantly - LISTEN TO GOD? What sort of
witness will we, as the United Methodist Church,
give for the world during General Conference?
Will the Church look like the rest of the world, or
will we show the rest of the world that we ARE
different? Peter Storey, Methodist pastor in
Johannesburg South Africa during Apartheid,
writes: "The church must be different from… the
ways of all nations. That alternative identity
must be cherished and guarded as the most
important characteristic of the church. The
richest gift the church can give the world is to be
different from it. It must be a constant irritant
that the world doesn't want, but cannot do
without." [Peter Storey, God in the Crucible,
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2002), 151.]
During the course of General Conference, I
will be praying for a blanket of godly wisdom and
Spirit-led civility to cover our brothers and sisters
in Portland as they discuss the work of God's
Church. Starting on May 10 and continuing
through May 20, I plan to do that praying in the

St. Peter's sanctuary, at the prayer rail, each
morning at 6:30. I invite you to join me. I know
the hour is early, but I feel strongly that this time
of community prayer is what God is calling us to
do. Jesus said, "For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them"
(Matthew 18:20).
We have sensed the presence of the risen
Christ in our midst here, so let us make a
conscious effort to claim that presence each day
of General Conference, and call on the living
Lord to make His presence known to the
delegates in Portland. Let us pray for the living
Lord to empower them to look not to their own
understanding, but to trust in the Lord with all
their heart, and acknowledge Him in all their
ways, so that He may make their paths straight
(Proverbs 3:5-6 paraphrased). The Church, as
always, is in need of the prayers of God's
people.
See you in church!
Pastor Karl

ROBBIE DANIELS &
PAIGE STALLSWORTH
SCHOLARSHIPS
Applications for our 2016 scholarships –
which are established in memory of Robbie
Daniels and Paige Stallsworth – are now
available in the Church Office. Members,
constituents (non-members who attend),
and friends (non-members who do not
attend) are eligible to apply. Completed
applications are due back to the Church
Office by May 31, and interviews with the
Scholarship Committee will take place
shortly thereafter.

Members/Friends at Home
Sylvia Brown

Harborview Healthcare Center - 812 Shepard Street
Morehead City, NC 28557

648-8566

Sherri Glancy

Water Oak Manor/3407 Oaks Road/P.O. Box 1189
New Bern, NC 28563

Una Jackson

103 Hideaway Court/Cedar Point, NC 28584

Dorothy Shaw

303 Barbour Road, #1301/Morehead City, NC 28557

Jean Temple

Croatan Ridge Nursing & Rehab Center, 210 Foxhall Road/Newport, NC 28570

252-633-1143

808-3493

Billy Graham
Exhibit
In March, Sisters in Christ gathered and
made 19 Easter baskets filled with goodies and
treasures. The week before Holy Week, we
were able to visit 16 families, leaving a little
basket of joy and departing with the greatest joy.
Following the visitation, we met for lunch (16
ladies and one gentleman) at Texas Steakhouse
for a scrumptious meal followed by a time of
sharing our visit experience.
We continue making lap blankets and
chemo caps for Raab Clinic, Hospice House,
Nursing Homes, or anyone that may need a
gentle reminder of the love of Christ. We were
given two large bags of yarn by some ladies
from the community that heard about our
ministry. I wish you could have seen the eyes
light up when the ladies saw that yarn!
Don’t forget – Operation Christmas Child
items can be placed in the bin beside the food
collection. The items (which should be new)
suggested for April are: shoes, clothing, flip
flops, costume jewelry, and belts. Mays items
are: musical instruments – whistles, flutes,
recorders, and harmonicas. Our bin is getting
full and overflowing. We are soooooo blessed!

The Women of the Church invite the
congregation to “A Special Exhibit, North
Carolina's Favorite Son, Billy Graham and His
Remarkable Journey of Faith,” that is currently
on display, through July 10, 2016, at the N.C.
Museum of History, in Raleigh.
The 5,000 sq. ft. exhibit portrays how a
Charlotte dairy farmer's son became a
worldwide ambassador of God's love to the
world. The exhibit also explores Billy Graham's
extraordinary life and ministry through interactive
displays, compelling multimedia, and
memorabilia.
Plans are to leave the church parking lot by
8:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 21, and return later
that same evening. Admission is free for the
exhibit, however you will need money for food.
Plans include stopping at Cracker Barrel in
Smithfield on the way to Raleigh.
If you and your family are interested in going
to Raleigh to experience Billy Graham's
remarkable journey, please sign up in the
Narthex by May 18.. More information may be
found at www.ncmuseumofhistory.org.

Part two of the Bible study, “A Lineage of
Grace,” by Francine Rivers, will be offered on
May 16, at 7:00 p.m. The five month study,
which is led by Patti Brown, covers the stories of
five women in the lineage of Jesus Christ.
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary were
Eastern women who lived in ancient times,
however, the study will help us to see how their
stories apply to our lives and the difficult issues
we face in our world today.
Ladies – don’t forget to bring liquid
sunscreen (aerosol not allowed), chapstick, and
lotion.

A Baby Shower for Meredith Jarrell will take
place at 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall on April
30, a Saturday. The congregation is invited to
attend. Think blue!!

Budget - $76,100
Actual Income - $69,100
Actual Expenses - $72,279
ST. PETER’S UMC
T-SHIRTS!!

The congregation is invited to a Wedding
Shower for Heather McKeel and John Taylor
Hughes in the fellowship hall on Sunday, May 1,
immediately following the 11:00 worship service.
They are registered at Bed, Bath, and Beyond
and Target. Refreshments will be served!
*****

Vacation Bible School will take place from 9:00
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. on June 20-24. Mark your
calendars now! Also, if you would like to help,
please contact Shannon Banks at 646-4776.
Thanks!

January-February-March

*****

*****

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 20-24
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Financial Report for First Quarter 2016

HOMESCHOOL BAND CONCERT
&
PIANO RECITAL
The Carteret County Homeschool Band will
have a concert at St. Peter's Church on
Thursday, May 19, at 7:30 p.m.
The piano students of Arnold Adams will
have a recital at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 22.
You are invited to attend both events.

St. Peter's T-shirts are once again available!
The shirts are sapphire with a white screen.
Sizes S, M, L, & XL are $6.00 each. Sizes 2XL
and up are $7.50. Checks may be written to St.
Peter's Church (please note: "For T-Shirts"). A
sign-up sheet is located in the narthex.
Get your t-shirt and take part in letting people
know we are the family of St. Peter's United
Methodist Church.

First quarter tithes and offerings are below
budget by $7,000 or 9.3%. While giving is
slightly ahead of last year's first quarter of
$66,000, we need to make sure that our actual
giving is in line with our planned giving so that
this deficit doesn't continue throughout the year.
Thank you for your financial commitment to the
support of the ministries of St. Peter’s United
Methodist Church.
–The Finance Committee

HOPE MISSION THRIFT STORE
Psalm 23 for the Work Place
By Sister Linda Stanko
Grand Valley Gospel Temple,
Grand Rapids Michigan

CAMP DON LEE OPEN HOUSE
May 29
2:00-7:00 p.m.
Camp Don Lee’s Open House is a FREE event
which includes a variety of activities. Guests of
all ages can enjoy canoeing, swimming, sailing,
archery, animal encounters, and arts and crafts.
Along with a day full of excitement, the 4th
Annual Creature Crawl 5K, to raise funds for the
Environmental Education Center, will be held. A
picnic dinner is available for $10 (Kids 4 and
under eat free!).
*****

YOUTH YARD SALE
The Youth will be having a yard sale sometime
this summer. If you would like to donate items
for the sale, please place them in the Youth
Room. If you have any questions, please
contact Shannon Banks (646-4776) or the
church office (726-2175). Thanks for your help!!

The Trustees will soon begin the process of
having the large white cross in front of the
building sanded and repainted. If you would like
to contribute to this project – over and above
your regular tithe – please mark your offering for
“Trustees.” Thanks!
*****

St. Peter's UMC serves at Hope Mission Soup
Kitchen at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 23. The
menu is baked spaghetti, Italian beans, dinner
rolls, and dessert. If you can help provide food
or would like to serve, please sign up in the
Narthex. Thanks!

Thanks to all who contributed to Imagine No
Malaria. Our Annual Conference had a goal of
$1,000,000. To date, $1,100,000 has been
raised! Thanks be to God!

He reminds me that He is my source - not
my job.
He restores my sanity everyday
And guides my decisions
That I might honor Him in all that I do.
Even though I face absurd amounts of
emails, system crashes, unrealistic
deadlines, budget cutbacks, gossiping
co-workers, discriminating supervisors,
and an aging body
that doesn't cooperate every morning,
I will not stop - for He is with me!
His presence, His peace, and His power
will see me through.

*****
He raises me up,
Even when they fail to promote me.
He claims me as His own,
Even when the company threatens
to let me go.
His faithfulness and love
is better than any bonus check.

*****

IMAGINE NO MALARIA REPORT

The Lord is my real boss,
and I shall not want.
He gives me peace,
when chaos is all around me.
He gently reminds me to pray
and do all things without murmuring
and complaining.

Join us daily at 6:30 a.m., June 10-20, 2016, in
the sanctuary, as we pray for the work of
General Conference. If you are unable to be
here, please join us in prayer wherever you are
at that hour. Your prayers matter to the work of
the Church!

His retirement plan
beats every 401K there is!
When it's all said and done,
I'll be working for Him
A whole lot longer, and for that
I BLESS HIS NAME!

Hope Mission Ministries has opened a Thrift
Store which will enable them to expand their
ministry as they continue to meet the needs of
those in our community. Doors opened on
Wednesday, April 6, and will be opened daily
Monday through Saturday from 10.00 a.m. until
6:00 p.m.
The thrift store will enable Hope Mission to:
–Open a home and provide assistance needed
to homeless ladies;
–Open transitional homes and provide
assistance to men and women who have
completed a 6-month substance abuse recovery
program through Hope Mission’s sister
organization, Hope Recovery Homes; and
–Increase the emergency financial assistance to
help those in financial crisis.
Your help is needed!
If you have items that you are replacing, giving
away, want to donate, etc., bring them to Hope
Mission or the new Hope Mission Thrift Store
(located at 1409 Bridges Street – directly across
from Hope Mission and the Morehead City Fire
Station) or call 240-2359 for more information.
Arrangements can be made to pick up large
items.

PIONEER CLUB CLOSING EVENT
The Pioneer Clubs will close their year with
a Fiesta on Sunday, May 22, at 5:00 p.m.
A taco bar will be the menu for the night.
The children will also receive their awards
on that evening.

