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Inviting to Serve

Weekly Events

Inviting to Believe ^ Inviting to Grow

Mission Statement: St. Peter’s United Methodist Church exists to offer the love of God through Jesus Christ by inviting others,
with us, to believe in Christ, to grow in Christ, and to serve Christ.
Vision Statement: The vision of St. Peter’s United Methodist Church is to witness to the Kingdom of God by: guiding
unbelievers toward Jesus Christ, nurturing believers to grow in grace and to become faithful members of Christ’s Body the
Church, and equipping church members to achieve joyful discipleship in our Lord.
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Bishop Hope Morgan W ard
700 W aterfield Ridge Place
Garner, NC 27529
1-800-849-4433
bishop@nccumc.org
Rev. Linda Taylor
Sound District Superintendent
700 W aterfield Ridge Place
Garner, NC 27529
ltaylor@nccumc.org

ST. PETER'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
111 HODGES STREET
MOREHEAD CITY, NC 28557

ST. PETER'S POST

Sunday
W orship
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
W orship & Praise Ensemble
4:15 p.m.
Pioneer Clubs (during school year)
5:00 p.m.
Youth
5:00 p.m.
Tuesday
Sisters in Christ Ladies’ Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
(During school year)
Bell Choir Practice
5:30 p.m.
W ednesday
Service of Holy Communion
6:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study
11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Friday
Men’s Christian Conversation
6:30 a.m.
Monthly Events
Emmaus Reunion Group 1 st Monday, 7:30 p.m.
2 nd Sunday Breakfast
2 nd Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
W omen of the Church
3 rd Monday, 7:00 p.m.
United Methodist Men
3 rd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
St. Peter’s UMC Serves at Hope Mission
Soup Kitchen
4 th Saturday, 9:30 a.m.

It's Sunday Morning… Where Are You?
Bishop Will Willimon, former dean of Duke Chapel, writes, "Sunday is a day to get together." He
is, of course, talking about church. Sunday is a day to get together at church. Christians gathering for
worship began with the early converts in the book of Acts: "And all those who believed were together
and had all things in common… day by day continuing with one mind in the temple" (Acts 2: 44, 46).
This communal worship continues today in places like St. Peter's. As the people of this church, we
come together to share our life in community as the ekklésia, or those who are called out from the
world.
Sunday worship is a big part of our life in community. It is in worship that we come together in
God's presence, sing of His glories together, call upon God together, hear His Word together, and are
spiritually strengthened and nourished through the sacraments together as we grow in faith together.
Notice the one word that kept popping up there? "Together." Christianity is a faith that needs to
be lived out in community with other Christians. Every believer is, as the Apostle Paul says, a part of
the body of Christ: "Indeed the body does not consist of one member but many" (1 Cor. 12:14). And
if part of the body is absent, the body is not whole. When someone is absent from worship, the
community is incomplete - like a holiday dinner with an empty chair at the table. Consider how much
importance we place on family being together for Christmas - does Sunday morning at church matter
as much to you? Shouldn't it?
With this being the second week of January, many of our well-intentioned New Year's resolutions
have already been abandoned. But I want to challenge you to make another resolution, and not give
up on this one. Come to church. Every Sunday. EVERY SUNDAY. Come worship with your church
family every week. EVERY WEEK.
Now, I understand that other obligations or unforeseen circumstances might pull you away.
Children's sports and other activities are sometimes scheduled on Sunday mornings… people take
vacations… people get sick or have to care for a loved one who is sick. As someone with a family and
interests outside of church (yes, even the pastor has outside interests) I understand all of that. But
when you miss a Sunday, you miss so much.
(See next page)
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YEAR END FINANCE REPORT

When you miss church, you miss being
strengthened by other believers when you're
struggling, you miss praying for others and
celebrating together when the answers to those
prayers come, and, most of all, you miss sharing
the love of Christ with others who want to share
it with you. When you miss church, you miss
being welcomed, loved, and accepted for who
you are by those who share this life with you.
I have said this in the past, and I will this say
again: I truly believe St. Peter's is the greatest
church in the world! And when I say that, I'm
talking about YOU - the people who make up
this family of believers.
The Lord has tremendous plans for this
church in 2017. PLEASE make it a point to be
here on Sunday mornings so you don't miss out
on it! Just like that Christmas dinner table is
incomplete if cousin so-and-so is missing,
church is not complete if you're missing.
Think about this… wouldn't it be incredible if
we had to add a third worship service because
we ran out of seats at 8:30 and 11:00? Or
should I say, WON'T it be incredible when that
DOES happen? With God, all things are
possible!

The Finance Committee is pleased to report
that the giving of St. Peter's members in 2016
was again generous, and responsive, in support
of the ministries of St. Peter’s United Methodist
Church. We thank all of you, particularly those
that were able to give "extra" to help balance our
budget as the year closed out.
Receipts for 2016 were $295,836, expenses
were $297,729 resulting in a slight deficit of
$1,893. Again, thank you for your response with
the year end giving that reduced a larger
projected deficit of $14,000. Our bank balances
remain reasonably healthy with about $70,000 of
unrestricted funds and about $20,000 restricted.
The 2017 budget will also require that all of
us give as we have pledged or planned, and
then maybe a little extra to ensure all of our
ministries are fully supported.
Also, we can report that the results of the
stewardship campaign for 2017 shows that
forty-five families have pledged $201,670 which
represents about two-thirds of the overall
budget. This compares favorably with previous
years.
God is good.

Members/Friends at Home
Sylvia Brown

Harborview Healthcare Center - 812 Shepard Street
Morehead City, NC 28557

Sherri Glancy

Water Oak Manor/3407 Oaks Road/P.O. Box 1189
New Bern, NC 28563

Una Jackson

103 Hideaway Court/Cedar Point, NC 28584

Dorothy Shaw

303 Barbour Road, #1301/Morehead City, NC 28557

Jean Temple

Croatan Ridge Nursing & Rehab Center, 210 Foxhall Road/Newport, NC 28570

252-633-1143

808-3493

PASTOR KARL’S BIBLE STUDY

LAY SERVANT CLASS

Come join us on Thursday, January 26, as
Pastor Karl begins a verse-by-verse study of the
Book of Genesis. We will meet each Thursday
at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. If you come to the
morning session, be sure to bring a bag lunch
for a time of fellowship immediately following
class.
Bible study is such an important part of our
spiritual formation. Let’s keep learning and
growing together. We hope to see you there!

“You Can Preach!” (Preaching class required for
certified Lay Speaker) will be offered 8:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 11, at
Cypress Creek UMC (2859 NC-41 West,
Trenton, NC 28585).

*****
The Finance Committee

See you in church!
Pastor Karl

648-8566

SECOND SUNDAY BREAKFAST
The Narthex of St. Peter's Church is a great
place to be at 9:30 a.m. on the second Sunday
of every month! There you will find friends
enjoying a breakfast of coffee, juice, donuts,
delicious casseroles, grits, and biscuits & gravy.
Second Sundays are a special time of
morning fellowship immediately following the
8:30 worship service and right before Sunday
School. Everyone is invited to come, make new
friends, and nurture old friendships, while
enjoying a great breakfast!
Help with providing the breakfast is always
welcome and is open to the congregation. A
sign-up sheet is located in the narthex. Hope to
see you on February 12!

This Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Class is
required to become a Certified Lay Speaker and
also is open to anyone who is called upon to
preach in a pastor’s absence. The class is
designed for those who have not completed
formal preaching training. We will examine the
role of the sermon in the worship service and
see it as a proclamation of the Good News. We
also will discuss how to work through the stages
of sermon preparation from topic to final
manuscript. Technical issues of grammar,
language, word selection, and humor that affect
the delivery of the sermon will be examined.
The class will be taught by the Rev. Patricia
Patton of Cypress Creek UMC. Cost is $20,
which includes light breakfast items, snacks, and
lunch. Registration ends February 4.
Go to: sounddistrictnc.org/adv-can-preach/ to
register. Also, please order the required text –
“Go Preach! A Primer for Beginning Preachers”
and read prior to the class.

NOTES OF THANKS
My family and I would like to express our
heartfelt thanks to everyone who reached out to
us during the Advent and Christmas season.
We were blessed by the many gifts and
expressions of love shared by individuals and by
the church.
Thank you for making this
Christmas a special one for us, and for allowing
us to serve as your pastoral family. We love
being a part of St. Peter's!
–Pastor Karl, Cheryl, Aspen, and Amber

November 12, 2016

Dear Church Family:
Thank you so much for all of the thoughtful and
kind Christmas cards and gifts – they were very
much appreciated! Again, thank you!!
–Carole Stalnaker

Dear Rev. Karl,
On behalf of Pastor Neill and all the rest of
us at Fair Bluff UMC, I would like to thank you all
for your very generous and heartwarming
donation of $1,000. Your thoughtfulness is
giving a much needed boost to folks in need due
to the destruction caused by Hurricane Matthew.
Please extend our sincere appreciation to
The Women of the Church and to the United
Methodist Men. We are also grateful for the gift
from the Good Samaritan Fund.
Knowing that others care makes the burden
seem lighter. With the Lord’s help and that of
good folks such as you all, our community will be
better able to persevere and move forward.
May God richly bless all of you!
Sincerely,
Marian Williams
Financial Secretary

+++

*****

+++

January 4, 2017
Dear Friends at St. Peter’s,
Thank you for your constant love, prayers,
visits, cards, food, flowers, and special
thoughtfulness during my recent heart surgery
with extended hospital stay for additional health
challenges. We are now in rehab until March,
praise God!
Jane and I are truly blessed by your
overwhelming kindness. I am getting stronger
everyday and felt a Godly blessing when the
men provided the Christmas Church dinner that
was complimented by inspirational fellowship,
praise, and musical selections honoring the
Christ Child.
God is Good! Thank you again for caring
and sharing God’s Grace.
–John T. Capps

St. Peter’s UMC serves at Hope Mission
Soup Kitchen on Saturday, January 28. The
menu for this month includes: Chili, Corn Bread,
Salsa & Chips, Salad, and Dessert. All items
need to be dropped off at St. Peter’s Church by
9:30 a.m. on that Saturday.
Please sign up in Narthex if you can help
provide food or if you would like to serve. If you
have any questions, contact Diana Baur at
thebaurs@hotmail.com or 726-9571.

ST. PETER’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CHURCH OFFICERS FOR 2017
The Administrative Council

Start 2017 out right by joining The Women of the
Church for Bible study, fellowship, and
refreshments! This awesome group of ladies will
meet on Monday evening, January 16, at 7:00
p.m. The current Bible Study, "Colossians &
Philemon," by Max Lucado, is challenging and
inspirational. The Women of the Church is a
great small group ministry where women are
growing deeper in relationship with Jesus and in
relationship with each other. All ladies are
invited!
*****

Looking back on 2016, Sisters in Christ are
most thankful for the opportunity to share God's
blessings through several ministries, including
six baby quilts to newborns in our church family,
46 prayer shawls, 138 chemo caps, and 90 lap
robes to local cancer treatment centers, hospice
houses, and nursing homes. Over 50 cards
were sent to loved ones in our church family,
and at Christmas we sent greeting cards to the
service men and women over seas. With the
help of our congregation, we were able to send
over 100 boxes to Operation Christmas Child.
Many hours of fellowship have been spent
encouraging one another through our spiritual
growth during our Bible Study.
We are
beginning a new study on the book of James by
Max Lucado. We meet every Tuesday morning
during the school year. Join us at 9:00 a.m. for
coffee and refreshments. Bible Study and
prayer time begins at 9:30 a.m. We would love
to have you join us.

Council Chairperson.. . . . . . . . . Donna Austin
Education Chairperson.. . . . . . Joan Lawrence
Emmaus Representative. . . . . . . Becky White
Finance Chairperson. . . . . . . . . . . Pat O’Hara
Financial Secretary.. . . . . . . . . Cherie Guthrie
Lay Leader. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Bolduc
Lay Member Annual Conf.. . . Carole Stalnaker
Alternate Lay Member. . . . . Becky Bolduc
Membership Secretary. . . . . . Carole Stalnaker
Music Ministry.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arnold Adams
Nurture & Mem. Care. . . . . . . Jennifer Hudson
Outreach Chairpersons. . . . . . . Donna Austin
Sonia Lewis
Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karl Zorowski
Pioneer Club Coordinator. . . . . C.J. Henninger
Sisters in Christ. . . . . . . . . . . . Vicky Williams
Staff-Parish Relations Committee. . Jay Smith
Sunday School Superintendent. . . . Ida Gaskill
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Judy Norman
Trustees Chairperson.. . . Elected by Trustees
United Methodist Men.. . . . . . . . . Rodney Baur
Women of the Church. . . . . . . . . Sonia Lewis
Worship Chairperson. . . . . . . . . . Joe Crowley
Youth Leader. . . . . . . . . . . . . Shannon Banks
Youth Member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madison Lea
Members at Large
2017: Rob Davis, Wayne Lewis, & Dorothy
Mitchell
2018: Carol Anselmo, Julie Fulcher, & Jay Smith
2019: David Banks, Sandi Gerende, Rodney
Guthrie, & Brenda Roberts

